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A SERIOUS QUESTION FOR THOSE WHO ARE OF IT

This is the question I would now discuss, according to the light Scripture affords us. Nor am I going to forget that the world we live in has taken a
Christian form.
And first, What is the world? Men are apt to think that this world is as God made it, and that all things continue as they were at the creation, only
that man has made great progress in prosperity and civilisation. Now, in material comforts, none will deny it, though the men of a past age would
hardly think our refinements comforts; and, while passions subsist, the difference is not so great as is supposed. Men have telegraphs,
railroads, Armstrong guns, and ironclads; but I hardly know in what respect they are happier for it. It is a question if they have not excited the
passions more than they have satisfied them. Children are not more obedient, families not more united, servants not more honest and
respectful, masters not kinder, wives not more faithful. Morally speaking, I do not see what the world has gained. It thinks better of itself, and
vaunts its powers: I do not know that this is any advance. Christianity, as light come into the world, has made a difference. Men do not do in the
light what they do in the dark. But if we look beneath the surface, even that is not much. But the world is in no sense as God made it. He
overrules all, has patience with it; but He never made it as it is. He made Paradise, and the world has grown up as it is through man's departure
from God. It has been destroyed once since, because of its wickedness. It is conscious at this moment that things cannot go on long as they
are; that we are in a crisis of the world's history which must result in some great disruption. Some will tell us that democracy is the evil, and it
must be put down; others, that it alone can save the world. But all feel things cannot go on as they are.
I do not participate in men's judgments in this respect; but these fears, even if they magnify the apprehensions of men  
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