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I Peter I:II

A good deal that is current on the sufferings of Christ leads me to desire to draw attention to some simple yet important distinctions which it
behoves us to make, as to their character and nature. The sympathies of Christ are so precious to the soul; His entering into our sorrows in this
world of moral woe, so comforting, so softening, and yet so elevating, that we cannot treasure too highly the realisation of them in our hearts,
nor guard too carefully against anything that is spurious. That is the more important, because the character of His sufferings more or less
connects itself with His person and nature.
In the first place, we have to distinguish His sufferings from man, and His sufferings from God. Their cause, and the result of them, are equally
contrasted. Christ did, we know, suffer from men. He was despised and rejected of men; a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. The world
hated Him before it hated His disciples; it hated Him because He bore witness of it that its works were evil. He was light, and he that doeth evil
hateth the light; nor comes to the light, because his works are evil. In a word, Christ suffered for righteousness' sake; even as it was from the
beginning, in that which was a type of Jesus' history in this respect. Cain slew Abel, because
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