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Description

“He teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight." - Ps. cxliv. 1; 1 SAM. xvii.

There is one feature common to all those who have been trained of God for His own service; they have had to do with Him in secret before they
have become prominent in the eyes of men. The contrast to this is that restlessness of the flesh which seeks to attract attention before the soul
has had this needed discipline. They run without being sent; and have to learn themselves by their own painful failures. If Paul is a chosen
vessel of the Lord to bear His name, his training is in the school of trial: "I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake."
Thus God has His secret ways of training for His service. It was so even with His perfect

O LORD, Thy love's unbounded-
  So sweet, so full, so free-
  My soul is all transported,
  Whene'er I think on Thee.

Yet, Lord, alas! what weakness
Within myself I find,
No infant's changing pleasure
  Is like my wandering mind.

And yet Thy love's unchanging,
  And doth recall my heart
To joy in all its brightness,
The peace its beams impart.

Yet sure, if in Thy presence
  My soul still constant were,
  Mine eye would, more familiar,
  Its brighter glories bear.

  And thus Thy deep perfections
  Much better should I know,
  And with adoring fervour
In this Thy nature grow.

Still sweet 'tis to discover,
If clouds have dimmed my sight,
When passed, Eternal Lover,
Towards me, as e'er, Thou 'rt bright.
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