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Description

DEATH TO THE BELIEVER
  (2 Corinthians 5)

Redemption sets us at rest and in peace in the presence of God. The whole character of Christian life flows from being brought back to God,
and thus we are called to walk with God. To believe that we are brought back into the presence of God is not presumption; it is faith. It is
presumptuous to think that we can be saved in any other way.
The character of our life is that of constant dependence on divine power. If we are "troubled on every side" without being distressed, it must be
because the power of God is working. If "perplexed" without being in despair, it is because the power of God is there. But then I must hold
myself entirely as a dead man as regards nature, and in the possession of a new life in Christ. "Always bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body" (2 Corinthians 4:10). With Paul the flesh was not allowed to
interrupt the power of this divine life, so that it flowed on in an unhindered way. This is a blessed state, and we should know it in our measure.
Whenever the life is in activity, it always rests on its object; while the character of the life is that of perfect obedience and simple dependence.
The obedience of Christ is very different from our thoughts of obedience, which often simply imply a will opposed to God, and, moreover, it
involves in us
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