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Description

Two thousand five hundred years have rolled away since King Josiah lived and reigned; but his history is pregnant with instruction, which can
never lose its freshness or its power. The moment at which he ascended the throne of his fathers was one of peculiar gloom and heaviness. The
tide of corruption, swollen by many a tributary stream, had risen to the highest point; and the sword of judgment, long held back in divine
patience and long-suffering, was about to fall in terrible severity upon the city of David. The brilliant reign of Hezekiah had been followed by a
long and dreary period of fifty-five years, under the sway of his son Manasseh; and, albeit the rod of correction had proved effectual in leading
this great sinner to repentance and amendment, yet no sooner had the scepter fallen from his hand, than it was seized by his godless and
impenitent son Amon, who “did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, as did Manasseh his father: for Amon sacrificed unto all the carved
images which Manasseh his father had made, and served them; and humbled not himself before the LORD, as Manasseh his father had
humbled himself; but Amon trespassed more and more. And his servants conspired against him, and slew him in his own house.... and the
people of the land made Josiah his son king in his stead” (2 Chron. 33:22-25).
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